Evoked potentials in chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy.
Eighteen patients with chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy were studied with evoked potentials to assess for evidence of central nervous system demyelination. Both visual and brain-stem auditory evoked responses were obtained, and the results were compared with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). An evoked potential was abnormal in nine of 18 patients, five of whom had central nervous system evidence of demyelination by MRI. Evoked potentials identified four patients with probable anterior optic pathway involvement that was not demonstrable by MRI. These findings continue to support that chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy is associated with a central demyelinating disorder and more importantly emphasize the possibility of a common pathogenic mechanism in central and peripheral nerve demyelination.